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FOUNDATIONS OF WELLBEING

SOCIAL PROGRESS INDEX

OPPORTUNITYBASIC HUMAN NEEDS

Nutrition & Basic Medical Care
 Undernourishment 
 Maternal mortality rate
 Child mortality rate
 Child stunting
 Deaths from infectious disease

Water & Sanitation
 Access to at least basic drinking water
 Access to piped water
 Access to at least basic sanitation facilities
 Rural open defecation

Shelter
 Access to electricity
 Quality of electricity supply
 Household air pollution attributable deaths
 Access to clean fuels and technology for cooking

Personal Safety
 Homicide rate
 Political killings and torture
 Perceived criminality
 Traffic deaths

Access to Basic Knowledge
 Adult literacy rate
 Primary school enrollment
 Secondary school enrollment
 Gender parity in secondary enrollment
 Acces to quality education

Access to Information and Communications
 Mobile telephone subscriptions
 Internet users
 Access to online governance
 Media censorship

Health & Wellness
 Life expectancy at 60
 Premature deaths from non-communicable diseases
 Access to essential health services
 Access to quality healthcare

Environmental Quality
 Outdoor air pollution attributable deaths
 Greenhouse gas emissions
 Biome protection

Personal Rights
 Political rights
 Freedom of expression
 Freedom of religion
 Access to justice
 Property rights for women

Personal Freedom & Choice
 Vulnerable employment
 Early marriage
 Satisfied demand for contraception
 Corruption

Inclusiveness
 Acceptance of gays and lesbians
 Discrimination and violence against minorities
 Equalitiy of political power by gender
 Equalitiy of political power by socioeconomic position
 Equalitiy of political power by social group

Access to Advanced Education
 Years of tertiary schooling
 Women’s average years in school
 Globally ranked universities
 Percent of tertiary students enrolled in globally  

ranked universities

Do people have enough food to eat and are 
they receiving basic medical care? 

Can people drink water and keep themselves 
clean without getting sick? 

Do people have adequate housing with basic 
utilities? 

Do people feel safe? 

Do people have access to an educational 
foundation? 

Can people freely access ideas and 
information from anywhere in the world? 

Do people live long and healthy lives? 

Is this society using its resources so they will 
be available for future generations? 

Are people’s rights as individuals protected?

Are people free to make their own life 
choices? 

Is no one excluded from the opportunity to 
be a contributing member of society? 

Do people have access to the world’s most 
advanced knowledge? 


